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BPHE 102 - EARLY BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY
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Answér 05 questions only. There are 10 questions in the question paper.
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Discuss whether the rise of Buddhism can be accepted as a new philosophical
awakening in the history of Indian thought.
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Explain the basis of the new method of thinking introduced by early Buddhism
and show how it rejects creativism and materialism.
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Examine how Vedic religious concepts have influenced Buddhist philosophical
principles.
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Introduce the doctrines of eternalism and annihilationism and point out the
reasons why Buddhism rejected them.
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Discuss whether the Middle Path (Madhyamapratipada) is acceptable
as the central teaching of Buddhist philosophy.
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Explaiﬁ how the concept of nibbana in Buddhism is related to the idea of
universal emptiness.
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Explain the theory of three characteristics (Tilakkhana) of existence
presented in the Nikaya literature and investigate the reasons that
influenced its later development.
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Clarify the unexplained questions and examine the justification of
considering the Buddhist position relating to them as a form of scepticism.
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Either,
Explain the way in which Satipatthana could be utilize for mental development.

Or,
Describe the early Buddhist teachings on the mind.
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Elucidate the utility of the analysis of reality in terms of aggregates (skandha),
elements (dhatu) and sense spheres (ayatana) to explain the concept of no soul.



